
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

As we prepare to kick-off another year of ministry this Fall at Pinewood, I wanted to highlight a number of exciting 
things that are happening right now as well as some ministries, events, and programs that will be happening in the next 
couple of months.   
� If you haven’t been out to see the progress on the Whited Discipleship Center (WDC), then you will be amazed 

at how much of the build-out is complete.  I am so thankful for the generosity of God through His people.  The 
gift given for the WDC will provide us with some great ministry space for our youth and for the school as well as 
a number of outreach opportunities. 

� The gymnasium will be the centerpiece of the WDC. The donor’s request was to have a high-school level 
facility. So with its Taraflex flooring and in-laid basketball and volleyball court markings, electronic 
scoreboards, collapsible bleachers and mounted basketball goals and volleyball nets, this gym will be one of 
best in Clay County.  The opportunities for evangelism and outreach that this facility will provide are 
numerous, from sports leagues to concerts to fellowship events. May God be glorified in and through the use of 
this building. 

� We are also in the final stages of purchasing a new sign.  A generous gift was given in order for us to have an 
electronic LED sign out front.  However, unlike many of the electronic signs on a metal post, our sign will be 
architecturally pleasing and fit in with the design of our building.  With the LED portion of the sign, we will be 
able to communicate to the community all of the great things going on at Pinewood.  

� Starting the weekend after Labor Day, we will begin our new Worship 
Schedule.  We will be holding 3 worship services, Saturday 6:00pm, and 
Sunday 8:30am and 11:00am. All of these services will have the same 
message but each one will have its own musical style and instrumentation.  
The new Saturday service has been quite successful. Over the summer, 
many new people have visited during these evening services. We have had 
around 70 to 80 people at the Saturday night service, with many young 
families in attendance.  Currently we meet in the Fellowship Hall but we 
believe this service will continue to increase in numbers as we begin 
meeting each week and as the word spreads. We are planning on using signs 
that people can place in their yard that will direct people to check out our website and all that our church has 
to offer.  

� At our August Session meeting, the Elders approved the search for a new Worship Pastor/Director.  This 
individual will need to be highly gifted in order to lead the music in each of our three different services –- from 
choirs and orchestra in our traditional service, to blended instrumentation at the 11:00, to cutting-edge 
contemporary at the Saturday evening.  It is going to take a uniquely-qualified individual to be able to connect 
to the multi-generational worship at Pinewood. Please pray that God would provide us with this individual who 
can lead Pinewood in our worship and singing to our great God and Savior Jesus Christ! 

� This fall we will also be kicking off a new church-wide small group study on discovering, developing, and 
deploying our spiritual gifts.  If you are not currently in a small group, I want to encourage you to join one for 
this study.  There are a number of existing small groups that you can connect with, as well as new ones being 
created.  Be sure to sign up at the Adult Ministry Booth or contact John Findlay or Ren Zepp. 

� Also, mark your calendar for our Annual Fall Family Fun Fest, which is scheduled for Friday, October 29.  Last 
year we had one of our largest turnouts, and I am putting together a team that will make this year even more 
effective in seeing new families attend from the community as well as provide a great time of fellowship for 
our church.  Let me know if you would like to help with this family and community-oriented event. 

Looking forward with you to the new ministry year! 
 

Yours in Christ, 
JD 
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Caring & Sharing 
Please pray for: 
� Scott Miller, grandson of Rod & Peggy Whited, 

treatment for cancer. 
� Leslie Gretz, continued healing from procedure for 

melanoma.  For continuing updates & prayer 
requests, visit Leslie’s Caring Bridge site at 
www.caringbridge.org/visit/lesliegretz. 

� Bert Green, healing & rehab for broken leg. 
� Zach Kieslich, fell & broke his back; pray for 

comfort, help for pain, healing, & wisdom for the 
family. You can follow Zachary’s progress and show 
your support. Visit Zachary’s website in two easy 
ways: 
    1. Visit the CaringBridge website by going to: 
http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/zacharykieslich, 

OR 
    2. Enter the website name, zacharykieslich, at 

www.CaringBridge.org. 
� Merle Trubey, Ann’s son, open-heart surgery on 

September 3. 
� Our Shut-Ins, at home and in assisted living. 

� - - -  

 

If you have a prayer request, you can start the 
Prayer Chain by calling Betty Crain.  If you get an 
answering machine, please do not leave a message; call 
the church office (272-7177). 

 
 

 
The proverbial fur is flying in your WDC. The walls 

are up, the steel supports and stairs for the mezzanine 
are in, Nick Borko and John Fasick have all the 
communication and data cables run, the bleachers, 
carpets, and tile have all been selected. We hope to be 
ready to “move in” before year’s end. When it’s done 
we’ll be one of only a few organizations in Clay County 
with a full indoor basketball facility. The Academy will 
have eight classrooms which will enable us to move all 
the existing academy functions to the west side of the 
parking lot. The youth ministry folks will have a 

spectacular new facility with offices, conference, and 
playrooms. 

Soon the Baker Building classrooms will revert to 
“SALT” classrooms and small group meeting rooms. 
We’ll need new carpet, paint, and some living room 
furniture. Let us know if you have any furniture or 
lamps to donate. 

The new school year started 
smoothly this week. Several West 
Campus portables got a facelift over 
the summer with fresh paint and 
new carpet. One of the portables 
was completely built out and is in 
business for the first time. Come take a 
look. 

We’re making progress on a new 
“state of the art” LED sign for the front of the church. 
You can see an “artist’s conception” posted in the 
Narthex. The sign committee hasn’t settled yet on a 
final design but many hours of research has gone into 
learning about the technology so we get the best 
product.  

As with most projects, most of the daily work that 
goes on at Pinewood is unseen. Many hours have been 
invested by staff and volunteers on everything from 
weeding beds to installing computers and software. Be 
assured, we strive to be the best stewards of every 
dollar of your tithes and gifts.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
House for Sale: 1,944 square feet, 4 bedrooms, 2 
baths, 2-car attached garage; asking price is $235,000.  
Call Ken or Cathy Morey. 

Needed: Baby monitor, the kind that lets you hear if 
the baby is awake when you're in another room.  Call 
Pat Wenthe. 

 
 

Military News 
This section in the 

newsletter will be devoted to 
Pinewood military news.  
Since the Sunday bulletin is 
limited, as to space and 
financial consideration, it is 
only for designating those 

active duty members (or regular attendees) who are 
deployed OVERSEAS. 
However, we have many Pinewood folks who ask why 
their child, grandchild, niece/nephew, or family friend 
cannot be listed as well.  We would like to ask for a 

Odds & Ends 
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photo of your loved one in uniform, along with the 
family, and info on branch, rank, and duty station, 
email or snail mail address if you haven't 
already. Please place these in the basket with the flag 
at the Mercy Booth in the Grand Hall. 

Congratulations to Josh Dhaenens and Luke 
Thomas, U.S. Navy, and Eric Johnson (Wenthe), U.S. 
Army for graduating Basic Training! 

Moms/Grandmoms of active duty sons/daughters, 
did you know there is a Christian website devoted to 
you?  Go to militarymoms.net and go through your own 
"basic training for mothers".  

 A popular devotional for military families is 
excellentorpraiseworthy.org. 

"Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands.  Protect 
them as they protect us. Bless them and their families 
for the selfless acts they perform for us. In the name of 
Jesus, our Lord and Savior. " 

Please call or email with any information you would 
like posted here. 

Deborah Kenyon 

� � �� � �� � �� � �

� � �� � �� � �� � �

 
 

Family Ministries 
As most of you know by now, 

we are facing staff transitions 
within the Children’s and Youth 
Ministries. In response to this, I have 
been working hard to make sure 
that we find the right people to 
oversee our ministry areas. First of 
all this means that we had to 
expand existing positions and add 
some temporary ones. For the long 
term, we are working to call a new 
Director of Children’s Ministries and 

a new Female Assistant Youth Director. Please be in 
prayer for us during these transitions and the search for 
the right people. 

The fall season is already upon us. This means the 
resumption of many of our favorite programs. Kids’ 
Connection will be starting back on September 12th. We’ve 
decided to make a few changes to simplify the program to 
make things more manageable. However, we believe this 
will not take away from the impact and value that this 
program has had at Pinewood. If you would like to 
consider jumping in to help, whether regularly or on a 
periodic basis, we invite you to speak with us about this.   

Within the youth ministry we will be having a fall 
kick-off program that is being planned and led by our 
Secret Service students. The event will be September 1st 
from 6:00-8:30pm including both Middle and High School 
students. Our theme for the night is “Halftime: Rethinking 
the Game of Life.” We invite all teenagers to come be a 
part of this exciting night with the band Tell Tale Heart, 
videos, skits, food, and give-a-ways. 

The youth ministry is also looking towards another 
big change that should occur by the beginning of next 

year. The WDC will finally be finished and ready to 
move in. We are very excited about this opportunity to 
provide our teenagers a tailor-made space. Please be in 
prayer for this significant transition within our student 
ministries.   

Russell Jeffares  
Pastor of Family Ministries 

 
 

Attention Pinewood, 
Kids’ Connection launches September 12. We are 

seeking those whom God is leading to serve, in some 
capacity, within our KC programming. With a new 
simplified format, we will be looking to fill some 
similar roles in the past as well as new roles. We will 
be looking for those who will assist in the large group 
meeting, workshop teams, food time team, recreation 
team, and shepherds. Whether you are passionate 
about KC and would like to be highly involved, or would 
rather have a smaller role, KC is seeking any who might 
sense God’s calling to serve. Please contact the 
Children’s Ministry office (Lauren Kercher) to sign up or 
for more information.  

Pinewood Children’s Ministries  
Lauren Kercher  272-7177 
lauren.kercher@pinewoodpca.org 

� � �� � �� � �� � �

� � �� � �� � �� � �

 

 
 
 

Are You Experiencing 
the Grace Rest Area? 

As we motor down life’s superhighway, we look for 
rest areas. Believers watch the signs for the rest areas 
to take a break just like everyone else. 

Sometimes we just hate to get back into the rat 
race and battle with the big semi’s. The Lord has given 
us rest in the Gospel, but never intended us to just 
remain in the rest area where we have been relieved of 
sin and have found refreshment to get back on the road 
to our destination. 

I hope September will be a time to pick up speed 
and merge into the traffic as we move toward our goal 
of maturity in Christ. Our all-church Small Group study 
will require no out-of-class work, but will help you 
discover, develop, and deploy your Spiritual Gift. 
Further, you will gain a deeper understanding of the 
gifts so as to better work together with others. 

You may well find that you can do this as well as 
become part of a Journey group. Journey requires some 
work each week but also offers significant growth 
rewards. Both will start September 12. If you have 

Adult Ministries 
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little or no Bible background you may want to start 
with the Spiritual Gifts course. Sign up at the Adult 
Booth for both. 

Journey orientation will be this Sunday August 29, 
at 5:00pm or Wednesday, September 1, at 7:00pm in 
Sanctuary Room 3 (the Adult Library). We will help you 
find a time and day that fits you for either of these.  

SALT is our acronym for Sunday Adult Learning 
Time, formerly Sunday School. SALT will create thirst 
and help preserve. Since a disciple is a learner, we 
chose the motto: Learning to love (the 4 loves of our 
mission statement) and loving to learn together. We 
will begin September 12 with a large selection of 
classes. See our bulletin insert and brochure for classes 
meeting from 9:45 to 10:45.  

 
 

 
Women’s Ministry's Fall 
Kick-Off - Time for Tea 

Ladies, it is Time for Tea! The Committee is so 
excited that the plans are coming together. Amanda 
Jeffares, Marti Whipple, and Cynthia Russell will be 
sharing their testimonies and how God has worked thru 
the seasons of their lives. Please plan on attending the 
first Women’s Ministry Event for this new year. Come 
and see us at the Women’s Ministry Booth to sign up 
and to get more details!  Mark your calendar for 
Saturday, September 11th, at 10:00am for Brunch in the 
Grand Hall!  

Also, the committee is working on making this an 
extra-special event, but we need your help! We are 
looking for some ladies with extra-special gifts, the gift 
of food preparation and the gift of “Hostessing.”  If you 
are interested in making some select brunch foods or to 
create a beautiful table-scape to make this event 
extra-special, come to the Women’s Ministry Booth for 
details and to volunteer. 

Women of Pinewood ~ of all ages and stages: Please 
join us for a NEW Tuesday Morning Bible Study! We'll 
use the Beth Moore study, Esther: It's Tough Being a 
Woman, and more! The Old Testament story of Esther 
is a profile in courage and contains many modern 
parallels for women today. This portion of God's Word 
contains treasures to aid us in our often hurried, 
harried, and pressured lives. Starting September 14th, 
we'll meet from 9:30-11:30 in room S4. FREE children's 
classes are available for children 4 and under with our 
excellent nursery staff. Please sign up at the Women's 

Booth or register ONLINE at 
www.pinewoodpca.org/go/women Questions…contact 
Becky Gillan or send an e-mail to 
tuesdaymorningstudy@earthlink.net. You won't want to 
miss this opportunity as we seek to grow in Loving God 
(Bible study), Loving One Another (Fellowship and 
Prayer), Loving the Church (It's a surprise!) & Loving 
the World (Invite)! 

Baby Bottle Update!  Pinewood made a tremendous 
contribution to this campaign. 120 bottles were turned 
in which totaled $1,952.46. First Coast Women's 
Services sends their abundant thanks to our church 
family for this gracious gift. You are helping them keep 
their doors open to not only save babies, but to 
minister life to lost women and men. Bottles can be 
turned in at any time to the church office or directly to 
their ministry if you still have them. 

 
 

Small Group Opportunities 
All small groups will be studying a special series on 

Spiritual Gifts for 8 weeks beginning on September 12.  
In this unique series by Chip Ingram, Your Divine 

Design, you will unpack key passages from Romans, 
Ephesians, and 1 Corinthians to understand the role of 
spiritual gifts while pinpointing your own. With biblical 
insight and practical steps, you'll learn how to discover, 
develop, and deploy your spiritual gifts for greater 
ministry and significant impact.  If you are not already 
in a small group, call the church office (272-7177) and 
we will find one just right for you. 
 
 

 
The Journey – A "life-on-life" missional discipleship 

group that not only helps you grow in your personal 
discipleship, but helps you become a disciple-maker, 
which is what we're commanded to do in the Great 
Commission. "The Journey" exemplifies our church's 
motto of "Loving God, Loving the Church, Loving One 
Another, and Loving the World" through the lessons 
covered in our year together. These lessons include: 
Grace Commitments, Gospel Living, Biblical Beliefs, 
Biblical Worldview, Healthy Marriage, and Parenting.  
Sign-up sheets will be outside the Sanctuary on Sunday. 
Over 100 of Pinewood's members have participated in 
"The Journey"; join these brothers and sisters in Christ 
for an exciting year of learning and loving! 
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Be Part of a Caring Congregation! 
 

 

 

 

 

“When I meet with my Stephen Minister I can totally be 

myself and work through my feelings without being 

criticized or judged.  She is like a compass who helps me 

stay on course and stay focused...” 
 

“I have been blessed more than I can express by…my 

Stephen Minister.  We have sat together, talked together, 

cried together, laughed together, prayed together and have 

grown together…” 
 

These are just a few of the comments Stephen 
Ministers have received from their care receivers. Do you 
have the spiritual gifts of caring, encouragement, and 
listening?  Sometimes it takes more than a blanket to keep 
another person warm - sometimes it takes the presence of 
a caring Christian friend. 

Stephen Ministers at Pinewood share the warmth of 
God's love with members of our congregation by providing 
spiritual and emotional care to those who are going 
through a difficult time in life such as grief, divorce, 
serious illness or unemployment. God is the “cure” giver, 
which allows Stephen Ministers to be free to be “care” 
givers knowing they are not responsible for “fixing” their 
care receiver’s problems.  Stephen Ministers meet once a 
week with their care receiver to listen, pray with and for 
them, and provide Christian love and care. Stephen 
Ministers are not responsible for providing for any physical 
needs of their care receivers.   

Stephen Ministers go through great training in subjects 
such as listening, confidentiality, assertiveness and 
boundaries – not only are they well equipped and prepared 
to be Stephen Ministers, but these are tools we can all use 
in everyday life as well..  

Is God calling you to take a more active role in 
Christian caregiving?  Then Stephen Ministry may be just 
what you're looking for. A new training class for Stephen 
Ministers is beginning September 2.  Please prayerfully 
consider whether God is calling you to be a Stephen 
Minister. For more information, contact Connie Suggs, 
speak to one of our current Stephen Ministers, or pick up a 
brochure the Adult Ministry Booth.   
 

“Why am I passionate about Stephen Ministry?  Because I 

have been in that dark valley and know how important it is 

to have someone to talk to who will listen without judging, 

and I feel that I need to give back some of what I received.”         

Norine Blanton, Stephen Minister 
 

“Stephen Ministry is part of the 

ministry that helps bring the 

church together as a whole 

entity that cares for (and) loves 

one another… I believe the 

ministry helps to bond the 

church in Christian unity where we love the church and 

love one another…”  Ross Lansing, Stephen Minister 
 

“If I could just help one person going through a tough time, 

I wanted to try it (Stephen Ministry).  I did, and 13 years 

later I am still being blessed by this ministry.”  Pat 

Garland, Stephen Minister  
 

Current Stephen Ministers: Norine Blanton, Rick Crose, 
Tim Dhaenens, Barbara Elliott, Bonnie Gandee, Pat 
Garland, Ross Lansing, Peggy Myers and Betty Peck 
 

 

 
Woodsmen, 

We have an exciting year planned for the men of 
Pinewood.  We have activities and speakers planned for 
your entertainment and education.  Our focus for the 
Men’s Ministry Breakfasts and Dinners is Christian 
Leadership.  The next dinner is on Tuesday, September 
14th.  Ren Zepp is the speaker and the meal will be 
catered by La Nopalera. 

GET READY FOR THE FALL RETREAT!  Sign up today 
for the Success That Matters seminar.  Come learn 
about true success at work, at home, and in your walk 
with God.  The seminar starts Friday night, October 1st, 
at 7:00pm, and ends Saturday at noon. The price for 
the retreat is $100.  We will have more activities 
available for purchase including golf, a ropes course, 
and human foosball.  Call Bryan Gillan at 945-9383 with 
questions or to volunteer. 

If you want to serve on the MEN’S MINISTRY TEAM, 
please sign up on the website or let me know 
(mensministry@pinewoodpca.org).  We would love to 
have you join our team!  Check out the website for 
more info (www.pinewoodpca.org/go/men).   Please 
keep us in your prayers.  We are seeking God’s will as 
we encourage and equip men to Love God, Love One 
Another, Love the Church, and Love the World. 

 
 

 

 

 

GriefShare Class Restarting 
September 12th 

GriefShare features biblical, Christ-centered 
teaching that focuses on grief topics associated with 
the death of a loved one. The DVD seminar features 
nationally-respected grief experts and real-life stories 
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of people, followed by a small group discussion about 
what was viewed. Past participants have related how 
helpful the information and follow-up discussions were 
to them. 

Many grieving people find they are only beginning 
the work of healing when friends or family have 
returned to their daily life routines. Too often people, 
including Christians, tend to stuff their grief instead of 
allowing it to do the God-given work for which it is 
intended. Don’t allow fear of what others may think to 
keep you from what could help you. Confidentiality is 
very much a part of this program. 

Your bereavement experience may be recent or not 
so recent. You will find encouragement, comfort and 
help in grieving the death of a spouse, child, parent, 
sibling, other family member or friend. No matter what 
the cause of your loved one’s death, this is an 
opportunity to be around people who understand what 
you are feeling. You will learn how to recognize the 
symptoms of being stuck in grief and that you do not 
need to live in bondage to certain emotions. You will 
learn valuable information about facing your “new 
normal” in life and renewing your hope for the future. 
Grief-related books/materials are available for 
participants to borrow. 

GriefShare will begin September 12 on Sundays 
from 5:30–7:30pm in the Baker Building Al Couch 
Conference Room.  The cost is $12.00 for the 
workbook.  Child care and nursery is available on the 
Sundays Kids’ Connection meets.  If you have any 
questions or would like more information regarding 
GriefShare, please call Connie Suggs at 644-0503 or Don 
Bybee. 
 

 
Are You A Caregiver For 

Someone You Love? 
If so, plan to attend a free workshop packed with 

tips on living better — designed for you and your 
loved one.  You are not alone! 

Caregiving can be a lonely, exhausting and 
frustrating role, but it also can be filled with delight 
and satisfaction.  This workshop will help you find that 
balance and learn ways to care for yourself and your 
loved one, as well as network with fellow caregivers, 
share your stories and develop friendships. 

Keynote Speaker: Carol D. O’Dell, author of 
“Mothering Mother,” will tell her humorous, touching 
and compelling story about caring for her aging 
mother—in a lighthearted, interactive session. 

You’ll also enjoy a complimentary breakfast and 
lunch, and the chance to win door prizes. Vendors will 
be on hand with more information on community 
resources. 

You will hear from experts on a variety of helpful 
topics, including: 

• Caring for the Caregiver 
• Preservation of Assets 

• Managing the Challenging Behaviors of the 
Alzheimer’s Patient 

• Challenges of the Working Caregiver 
WHEN: Saturday, September 11 
TIME: Registration at 8:30am 
             Program 9:00am– 3:00pm 
WHERE: Clay County Council on Aging 
               414 Stowe Avenue 
               Orange Park, FL 32073 
TO REGISTER, please call 904.407.7033 by September 
7.  
To request free adult day care, call 904.284.5977. 
Presented by: Northeast Florida Community Hospice, 
the Alzheimer’s Association, ElderSource, Mayo Clinic 
and the Clay County Council on Aging 

� � �� � �� � �� � �

� � �� � �� � �� � �

 

MERCY MINISTRY 

Helping Hands - Healing Hearts 
 

 

“for the glory of our Lord 

and Savior, Jesus 

Christ” 

 

 
I tell you the truth, anything you did for even the least of my 

people here, you also did for me.   
Matthew 25:40 

 
PINEWOOD’S MERCY MINISTRY – Sets Standard for 
Clay County 

The Mercy Network of Clay County consists of more 
than 60 agency members, many of whom interview, 
disciple, mentor, counsel, and financially assist those 
in our community that are disadvantaged, low-income 
and/or homeless. 

Cat Bowden, Director of Pinewood’s Mercy Ministry, 
is the founder of the Mercy Network, one of the past 
presidents, and currently the treasurer. 

During Cat’s eight years here at Pinewood, she has 
built a reputation for being “tough but fair and honest 
and loving” to our community neighbors when they 
have needed assistance.  Cat believes that just writing 
a check to pay someone’s bill is not enough to help a 
client climb out of their hole of financial difficulty and 
pit of hopelessness and despair. 

Through the interview process, many tough 
questions are asked which helps the Mercy Team 
determine not only what financial assistance is needed, 
but what other needs are in a person’s life.  What 
changes can the “client” make to better their 
situation?  Are there areas that they can cut back in 
such as Cable TV and Internet, Cell Phones and usage, 
is their A/C unit not working properly or their windows 
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not sealed properly making their electric bills too high?  
Do they have leaky faucets or toilets making their 
water usage excessive? 

What other agencies can be partnered with to help 
the client with things like, finding a job or better 
employment or helping them to write a resume’?  Does 
the client need more affordable housing?  Are medical 
issues the source of their problems and can we refer 
them for free medical assistance? 

Is the client entitled to but not receiving Child 
Support, Veteran’s Benefits, Social Security Disability 
or Benefits, Medicare or Medicaid, or aide from the 
Military Relief Fund, because they do not know who to 
contact?  Is finding a job not possible due to 
transportation or child care issues? 

These are just a few of the questions we ask and 
ways we get involved when trying to assist and we have 
found that Pinewood is the only agency doing so. 

Because of the effectiveness and efficiency of our 
Mercy Ministry Interview Process and the many Case 
Management Forms that Cat has created here at 
Pinewood, the Mercy Network members requested that 
Cat conduct “Interview Training Seminars” for other 
churches and help agencies in the county.  The 
Network Members feel that we can be more effective 
as a whole in the community if we are all “on the same 
page” so to speak 

The first two-day training session was held in July 
with 23 in attendance and the second was held in 
August with 19 attending, and a third training has been 
requested.  These sessions have been very successful 
and have had attendees that were from many agencies 
and churches, the Health Department and District 
Attorney’s Offices, and some of our own Pinewood 
church members. 

What an honor to be told that “Pinewood has set 
the ‘standard’ for Community Assistance.” 

Thank you Mercy Team, Pastors, and Front Office 
Staff for all the help and support you provide. 

***************************************************** 
FREE CELL PHONES 

This program is paid for through a federal fee 
added to phone bills years ago for the purpose of 
providing phone service to low income families.  It was 
recently approved that the fees can be used for cell 
phone service as well as land line service. 

Free phone and 200 minutes per month are 
provided.  For information, please contact Assurance 
Wireless at 1-800-392-3850. 

***************************************************** 
FREE FINANCIAL SEMINARS 
 Long Term Education and Rehabilitation Financial 
Sense Seminars are being provided free of charge to 
the community by Dr. Craig Wagener, a PhD in 
business.  The first session started on August 16th and 
follow-up sessions will be held on August 23rd, and 
September 13th and 27th, at 7:00pm., at the Seventh-
Day Adventist Church, 4501 US Hwy 17, Fleming Island, 
32003. 

 The four sessions are: 
  Budgeting is Your Friend 
  Dealing With Debt 
  Savings are Savvy 
  Making Wise Financial Decisions 
 For sign-up or more information, please call 213-
7906. 

***************************************************** 
THE HOMELESS INITIATIVE COALITION OF CLAY 

It's been a whirlwind of activity since the Mercy 
Network of Clay County created The Homeless Initiative 
of Clay County (THICC). 

We have assisted families by providing temporary 
housing until they are able to enter the Rapid Re-
Housing Program offered by Community Connections. 

In order to make THICC more effective, a meeting 
has been called for Thursday, September 16th, at 
7:00pm, to establish a THICC Board of Directors and 
elect officers so we can move forward with the 
momentum that has been started. 

Please e-mail CAT, at mercy@pinewoodpca.org if 
you would like to help the homeless in our county and 
be a part of this wonderful organization.  The location 
of the meeting will be furnished soon by e-mail from 
Mercy Ministry of Pinewood. 

***************************************************** 
WALK FOR HUNGER – Saturday, October 2nd 
 Be watching for more information as the date 
draws nearer. 
 The Walk for Hunger for Jacksonville will begin on 
Main Street from 1st Street to 63rd Street (3.2 miles) 
and is part of a 3-Day Food and Funds Drive to help 
insure that the hurting and homeless in Jacksonville are 
fed spiritually and physically. 
 Anyone interested and needing more information, 
please contact Pastor Nick Phoenix, Ministry Director, 
“Words to Works Ministries”, at 904-742-6425 or 
www.WordsToWorks.com .  
***************************************************** 
MERCY FUNDS NEEDED 

We would ask that you prayerfully consider 
donating to the Mercy Ministry Family Fund.  These 
funds are used to help members and attendees of 
Pinewood during their times of need due to illness, 
death of a spouse or family member, loss of job, etc. 

If you would like to contribute, please make checks 
payable to Pinewood Mercy and write “Families” on the 
memo line 

***************************************************** 
FOOD PANTRY 

We are still accepting food items in our Pantry.  
Please place your non-perishable food items and paper 
and cleaning products at the Mercy Booth.  If you would 
like to make a cash donation, please make checks 
payable to Pinewood with notation “Pantry” on the 
memo line. 

***************************************************** 
For information on the many opportunities to serve 
in the church and/or in the community as a 
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member of the Pinewood Mercy Ministry Team, 
please contact us at 644-0528. 

Serving others in love, through Christ, 
Cat  

Let brotherly love continue.  Do not forget to 
entertain strangers, for by so doing some have 
unwittingly entertained angels.  Hebrews 13: 1-2 

� � �� � �� � �� � �

� � �� � �� � �� � �

 

An Update on Facilities 
and Technology 

Being that I married at the tender age of 20, I often 
heard advice (both solicited and not) from those that 
had gone before me, and the one thing that seemed to 
repeat itself again and again as the foundation for a 
healthy marriage was communication. 

Having taught for several years, and now being a 
school administrator, I think that the same principle 
holds true in education.  Communication is vital to any 
healthy organization, but especially one where we are 
working with the most prized possession in existence – 
people’s children.  And being that we understand as 

Christians that there is nothing more important than 
raising up the youth of the church in the admonition of 
the Lord, communication with our stake-holders and 
families is vital in allowing us to work together for the 
good of our children. 

This school year Pinewood Christian Academy is 
working to vitally improve our ability to communicate 
with our students and parents.  PCA is launching a new 
website (www.edline.net) that will enable parents to 
check calendars and homework assignments for classes, 
check information on sports and activities, easily email 
teachers, check news and information from our front 
desk, and last but not least, check grades.  The overall 
increase in communication will be a valuable asset as 
our culture shifts to a more technologically oriented 
one and will help PCA in better achieving its mission of 
partnering with families to disciple world-changers. 

In Him, 
Ian Ross 
PCA Vice Principal 
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Deadline for the next newsletter is 
Monday, September 20, 1:00pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


